
     

 

 

 

 

 
As the Christmas season beckons I am delighted to have the opportunity to look back over a 
busy half-term; I am once again amazed at the range of the activities with which the students 
are involved and the high standards which they achieve.  The visit of Nick Park has been  
inspiring for many students involved in art, photography, drama and music and produced a wonderful 
evening of entertainment.  A focus throughout the term has been to develop more school teams in  
different sports and pastimes to allow more students to represent the school: basketball, badminton, 
ŎƘŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘŜŀƳǎ ƛƴ ƘƻŎƪŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭƭ ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŜǊƳΩǎ 
traditional sport of rugby.  Several trips have also broadened intellectual and cultural horizons. 

 

 
 

A new entrance extension involving a green roof has recently been completed at Clark House where  
Birkdale Prep School is located. Working with Sheffield City Council who is pioneering the development 
and implementation of green roofs, Birkdale is now helping to provide important wildlife habitat in an 
urban environment. Green roofs perform a vital role in helping cities adapt to the effects of climate 
change by reducing the need for artificial cooling in hot weather and capturing rainwater runoff. 
 
Birkdale has also invested extensively in the use of lower energy lighting and more insulation across the 
many buildings on the two sites of both the Prep and the Senior School. 

 

 



 

 

 

Birkdale presented an evening of Music, Film and 
Drama in the company of four-time Oscar Winner 
Nick Park. He had chosen a song written and sung by 
ex-Birkdale pupil Joe Rose (performed by his band 
Native and the Name) when he was interviewed by 

wŀŘƛƻ пΩǎ 5ŜǎŜǊǘ LǎƭŀƴŘ 
Discs Christmas 2010. He 
was so inspired by the 
song that he offered to 
make a Christmas 2011 
video for the band with another song also written and sung by Joe. This video 
was launched at the event along with Joe and his band performing the song. 
 
The evening kicked off with lucky Birkdale pupil Sam Oliver meeting and  
interviewing the man himself. This was followed by the Music and Drama  
ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ŀ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ bƛŎƪΩǎ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅ !ǿŀǊŘ 
ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ά! /ƭƻǎŜ {ƘŀǾŜέΦ bƛŎƪ ǘƘŜƴ ŎŀƴŘƛŘƭȅ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ прл 
strong audience.   
 

The second half saw an outstanding performance from Native 
and the Name with tracks from their new album. The evening 
concluded with stunning music performances from the School 
Band, the Big Band and the Sixth Form Choir. 
 
Earlier that day Nick had visited Birkdale Prep School where the 
younger pupils were delighted to show Nick the models they 
had made especially for the occasion. Nick then visited the 
Senior School art department and  presented the three  
winners of the story board competition with a framed sketch each, to Jacob Barrett in the Lower School, 
Alex Fox in the Middle School and Brent Palmer from the Sixth Form. 

 
 
 



 

 

 

Birkdale School 72     Loughborough Grammar School 56   
Scorers: Matthew Oakey 24, Lemar Darien Campbell 16, Daniel Jenkinson 
12, Chenwei Chen 8, Amritjit Kular 6, Marcos Day 2. 
 
Birkdale Senior School Basketball team, ably led by the experienced  
Matthew Oakey and Lemar Darien Campbell, overcame spirited opposition 
from Loughborough to secure a win in its inaugural basketball fixture. 
 
A tight first quarter saw Loughborough establish an early lead as the home side took time to settle. The 
second quarter saw Birkdale increase the pressure on the visitors with a full court press and by the third 
quarter they found real form with Matthew Oakey scoring almost at will as the team stretched the lead 
further to 24 points. Birkdale closed out the fourth quarter comfortably to win. 

                  
 

Congratulations to the members of the school ski team who took part in the 
National Ski Championship Finals in Edinburgh recently. The boys U19 Ski team 
were involved in the British Schools dry slope competition. Qualifying to enter 
as one of the top 10 English Schools, the Birkdale team performed brilliantly 
finishing 12th overall nationally. The team members are Angus Bishop(L6), Sam 
Carson (S1/Y7), Jacob Hallett(S1/Y7) and Cameron Brown (S3/Y9). 

 
 


