
 

 

Welcome to Birkdale Abroad.  

We are committed to providing enriching opportunities for 

our pupils. Foreign  exchanges,  subject field trips and sports 

trips complement the curriculum, enabling a better          

understanding of other cultures and  environments.  

Trips this year have included China, USA, Nepal, Spain and 

Germany. Birkdale has strong connections with Nepal and 

every year we send pupils to visit the community of          

Kokhana, a desperately poor village in the Kathmandu    

Valley of Nepal. There the pupils are able to spend time 

teaching in selected schools supported by Birkdale, which 

for many proves to be a life changing  experience. 

This is just a flavour of the many activities which take place 

beyond the classroom each year. Please also view the news 

items on our website for more information: 

www.birkdaleschool.org.uk 

Sixth Form Travel Opportunities  

Choir Visits Cologne The Sixth Form Choir, comprising  

members of Birkdale School and Sheffield High School, visited Cologne before 

Christmas. They performed in the famous Cologne Cathedral, as well as    

singing an evening mass in St. Pantaleon (a large church with an incredible 

acoustic close to the city centre) and carol singing at the Medieval market. 

They also had free time for  shopping in the extensive Christmas markets. 

Nepal Thirteen sixth formers visited Nepal during the Easter   

holidays to teach in the Peace Garden School,  which has been       

supported by Birkdale pupils for the last 12 years. This school is now 

producing incredible results considering the poverty of the village and 

leprosy colony that it is serving, getting the best school leaving       

certificate results in the area. Many of their pupils have now gone on 

to further study and some  are now embarking on University courses 

such as studying Medicine in Russia  and Medicine in the UK. Within Nepal, other examples of academic 

success include Accountancy, Computer Engineering, Aeronautical Engineering and Nursing. All            

demonstrate the successful teaching at the Peace Garden School and the high achievement of the pupils.  

Money raised this year by Birkdale is supporting a family of 

four from the leprosy colony to help pay for the education of 

their two children in college in Kathmandu. Financial support is 

also going to the supply of water and sewerage at another 

school and also on improving security of the Peace Garden 

School. There is also the continued support given to nine     

orphans for their living and education costs. 

IslA, Cantabria Study Visit This visit 

involved 36 boys (24 S2/Y8 boys & 12 S3/Y9 boys)  and was the fifth 

stay at the Hotel Astuy in Isla, to the west of Santander in Spain. The 

hotel restaurant meals, which enjoyed quite a reputation locally for 

its seafood, were an added benefit!  

The boys got a real flavour of the area as well as a range of            

experiences from the Magdalena Park in Santander itself, the       

medieval village of Santillana, pre-historic caves and the nature reserve at Cabárceno.  

Linguistic activities included buying of fruit, drinks and ice-creams and two town trails as well as regular 

work on diaries throughout the stay, ensuring that pupils gained both linguistically and culturally. The final 

ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōƻȅǎ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǘŜƭΩǎ ±ƛǾŜǊƻ όŦƛǎƘ ǘŀƴƪύ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ 

more words to their Spanish vocabulary before the return journey to the ferry port. 



Trips available for younger pupils  

China 2011 During the Easter holidays, Y11 and Sixth Form students had an opportunity to 

gain an insight into the Chinese business world. They met 

with Mr Paul Smith, CEO for Costa Coffee in Asia, to present a 

business plan regarding aspects of setting up a chain of   

western-style tea/coffee houses in China. The meeting was 

arranged at a Costa Coffee store in central Shanghai.  

The group also visited the Yanjing Brewery Co. Ltd. and NXP 

Semi-Conductors (formerly Philips) in Beijing, as well as 

China's biggest steel plant, Baosteel, in Shanghai. A wide range of cultural 

sights were also visited including the Great Wall, the Forbidden Palace in 

Beijing and the Museum of the Terracotta Warriors and Horses, near Xian. 

There were also opportunities for pupils 

learning Mandarin at Birkdale to try it 

out.   

USA  A level Economics and A level and GCSE       

Geography students enjoyed an educational trip 

of a lifetime when they visited New York, Las  

Vegas and the Grand Canyon.  

The Economists were keen to experience the 

Financial District on Wall Street where they     

visited the Museum of American Finance. This 

helped to understand the trade-off between risk 

and reward in investing and the cause of          

financial market fluctuations. 

The Geographers were interested in both the multi-purpose water storage projects and the world        

renowned showplace of geology, the Grand Canyon, considered one of the natural wonders of the world. 

German Trip to Cologne  The Languages 

Department  took 13 S5/Y11 pupils to Cologne to help prepare 

them for their GCSE exams.  

However, it was not all work and the slides at Aqualand and 10 

pin bowling were much appreciated. Most brave souls        

ventured to the top of the cathedral to enjoy the stunning 

views. No one had to be persuaded to enter the Chocolate 

Museum and playing football on the rooftop of the Olympics 

museum was also very unusual. They also enjoyed the  local 

custom of Kaffee and Kuchen in the afternoon.  

Auschwitz  Peter Smith and Louis Mann joined other sixth formers from around Yorkshire on an 

emotional and sobering day trip to  Auschwitz, the largest of the German concentration camps. Here they 

saw the remains of the gas chambers that were used by the Nazis to kill so many people from across 

Europe during WW2.They then visited Birkenau Concentration Camp nearby, where people were put to 

hard labour.   


