SPECIMEN PAPER

‘ l Birkdale

School

Sixth Form Scholarship Examination

English Literature/English Language

Time allowed: 1 hour 30 minutes

Instructions:

Candidates should spend about 40 minutes on Section One, and about 50 minutes on the
2" part of the exam.

All candidates need to read the included extract from Bill Bryson’s “The Lost Continent”

English Literature Candidates answer
e Section One, Parts (a) and (b) and the Literature Section

English Language Candidates answer
e Section One, Parts (a) and (b) and the Language Section



Sixth Form Scholarship Examinations : English Literature / English Language

Time allowed: 1 hour 30 minutes
You should spend about 40 minutes on Section One, and about 50 minutes on the 2™ part of the exam.

Instructions
All Candidates should read the Extract from Bill Bryson’s “The Lost Continent” on the following pages.

English Literature candidates
e Answer Section One Parts (a) and (b), and then the Literature Section

English Language candidates
e Answer Section One Parts (a) and (b), and then the Language Section

SECTION ONE:
a) Identify the ways in which Bill Bryson achieves a lively and engaging tone of voice in this
passage.

b) Comment in detail, on AT LEAST THREE features of Bryson’s language use. Support your
responses with clear examples.

You could look at:
word choice
viewpoint
imagery
speech

LITERATURE :

Bill Bryson chooses to write his account in the first person. Using your own reading experience,
explain the key differences between a first and third person narrative and why authors might
choose one rather than the other. You should refer, in detail, to examples of both types
LANGUAGE :

Using the Bryson passage as a model, give an account of one aspect of your childhood holidays.
Aim to write one to two sides of A4,

You must then write a brief COMMENTARY, in which you explain how you have used language to
achieve effect in your piece.
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